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IMMEDIATELY

WORKMEN HOIST
BRONZE GRIZZLY
INTO PLACE AT UM
By Dennis Sale
UM Information Services
MISSOULA--The grizzly bear's teeth glistened under the warm Montana sun and the hoisting strap
grew taut as the gigantic crane lifted the huge beast from the flatbed truck.
It was 10:15 a.m., Aug. 28, 1969, and workmen had arrived at the University of Montana
to erect the 7-foot-high bronze grizzly atop a 12-foot-in-diameter concrete podium in the
Grizzly Circle, formerly known as the Baby Oval.
A mascot which is sure to be emblazoned permanently in the memories of All who see it,
the bronze creature represents several years of planning by University administrators,
trustees and students.
The metal, life-size animal, which was designed and carefully created in clay and
plaster-silica by Rudy Autio, a professor of art at the University, will be dedicated
officially during this year's UM Homecoming activities, Oct. 16-18.
The bronze creature was brought to Missoula by truck from San Francisco, Calif., where
it was cast in metal by the San Francisco Art Foundry under the direction of Ono de
Ruyter, owner of the California firm.
Several University administrators were on hand when the bear was erected in the
Grizzly Circle Thursday.

They included UM President Robert T. Pantzer; Dr. William G.

Craig, academic vice-president; Thomas J. Collins, director of the UM Foundation, which
handled the private funds financing the project; Dr. Earl C. Lory, former acting academic
vice-president at UM who is a professor of chemistry on campus, and Dr. Rudyard B. Goode,
dean of the UM School of Business Administration.
more

WORKMEN HOIST-- 2
A group of youngsters and other townspeople also were on hand to see the bear
transferred from the truck and erected in its permanent home by the Rolf M. Tandberg
Construction Co. of Missoula, general contractor for the Grizzly Circle project.
President Pantzer made several comments as he and the rest of the crowd watched the
workmen move the bear to its permanent campus home.
"The bronze grizzly bear is a great focal point for depicting the University's pride,
both in its educational and extracurricular activities," the president emphasized.

"Actually,

the marvelous work by ftudy Autio has brought a true art piece to the campus.
"I want to emphasize," Pantzer continued, "that the costs of the project have been
covered by private contributions.

State funds have not been used.

The generosity of a

UM alumnus, Joe Thiebes of Great Falls, is especially appreciated."
The president added, "For those who would view the project as frivolous, I would
respond that the University of Montana is many things, and projects of this type depict
what I believe is a progressive attitude prevailing throughout this whole institution.
"Other projects to procure contributions for the purely academic programs at the
University of Montana have periodically been made and a number of such projects are in
the planning stages at this hour," Pantzer concluded.
Collins said cost of casting and shipping the bear was about $12,000.
construction of the first phase of the Grizzly Circle was about $11,595.

He said cost of

